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Elephant Fun Facts
· Elephants are herbivores, spending 16 hours a day collecting plant food. Their diet is at least 50% grasses, supplemented with leaves, bamboo, twigs, bark, roots, and small amounts of fruits, seeds and flowers...
· Walking at a normal pace an elephant covers about 2 to 4 miles an hour (3 to 6 km/h) but they can reach 24 miles an hour (40 km/h) at full speed.
· Elephants are the largest land mammals alive today.
· There are three different species of elephants: the African Bush Elephant, the African Forest Elephant (until recently known collectively as the African Elephant), and the Asian Elephant (also known as the Indian Elephant).
· When an African elephant drinks, it can suck up as much as 2 gallons of water into its trunk at one time.
· Of all animals, elephants have the longest gestation period lasting 22 months.
· Asian elephants are smaller than African elephants.
· Asian elephants have one finger on the end of their trunk and African elephants have two.

· The ear of the African elephant is in the shape of the African continent.

· Elephants have been known to recognize other elephants or even humans that they haven't seen in years. They are highly intelligent animals.

· Elephants sleep mostly standing. They usually only sleep 4 to 5 hours per night.

· Elephants are very family oriented animals. They even visit the graves of their loved ones.

· Elephants can drink 60 gallons of water per day and can feed for up to 16 hours a day.[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf][image: image4.jpg]
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