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Bear Fun Facts

· Black bears can run up to thirty-five miles per hour.

· Bears eat a lot of berries and acorns.  After eating, the food goes through their digestive system.  The nutrients stay in their bodies to give them energy, while the waste, or seeds, recycled into the environment and begin to sprout into new plants.
· Male and female black bears cannot tolerate each other's company except to breed.
· Cubs are raised in single-parent families; father bears do not help with daycare. 

· Grizzly, Kodiak and brown bears may eat up to 90 pounds of food a day.
· While in hibernation a brown bear’s heart rate drops 40 beats a minute to as low as 8 beats a minute.
· Cubs live with their moms for up to three years before they are ready to live on their own.
· Male brown bears average a weight of 700 pounds while females weigh typically 350 pounds.
· A grizzly bear standing on its hind legs can reach up to seven feet in height.

· Brown bears eat mostly vegetation and supplement their diet with fish and small mammals.

· Male bears are called boars, females are sows, and youngsters are cubs.

· Kodiak bears are the largest brown bears in the world. A large male can stand over 10' tall when on his hind legs and can weigh up to 1,500 pounds.
· Male polar bears can weigh up to 1,700 pounds and females can weigh up to 600 pounds.
· Polar bears are the largest predator on land and they are the largest of all bears.
· All bears are omnivores with the exception of the panda bear which is classified as an herbivore.

· Polar bears are champion swimmers! They can swim at a rate of 6 miles per hour in sea water, at sub-zero temperatures.
· Polar bears have a very keen sense of smell, which can sense a prey like a seal, as much as 20 miles away.
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